[The complications of pulmonary resection surgery: the experience of 200 consecutive cases].
Postoperative complications observed in 200 patients after pulmonary resection (66 pneumonectomies--30%, 106 lobectomies--53% and 28 wedge resections--17%) are presented. Surgical operations were carried out in 86% of cases for cancer, in 16% for benign lesions. Major complications were: lobar atelectasis, bronchopneumonia, pulmonary embolism, respiratory insufficiency, bronchial fistula, ventricular tachyarrhythmia, altogether they concerned 21% of the cases. Their incidence was not significantly influenced by the extension of resection (the latter, on the contrary, influenced postoperative mortality as much as 4.5% after pneumonectomy, 2.8% after lobectomy and 0% after wedge resection), age of patients under or over 70 years, functional respiratory reserve, or associated cardiovascular diseases. On the contrary, the advanced stage of disease in neoplastic patients was significant for major complications. An adequate monitoring of minor respiratory and cardiac complications is recommended to reduce the incidence of major ones and their control when present. In authors' experience, in fact, postoperative mortality was overall 3% following such behaviour.